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A Literary and Artistic Treasure

When author and artist Celia Thaxter first arrived on Appledore Island in the
Isles of Shoals, Maine, in 1873, she was captivated by its rugged beauty
and untamed landscape. Over the following decades, she transformed a
barren, windswept island into a thriving garden paradise, a testament to her
passion for horticulture and her love for this unique environment.

An Island Garden Illustrated, first published in 1894, is a remarkable
account of Thaxter's gardening adventures on Appledore Island. This
enchanting book weaves together her personal reflections, botanical
observations, and stunning illustrations, providing an intimate glimpse into
her life and her extraordinary horticultural achievements.

Exquisite Botanical Art

Celia Thaxter was not only a gifted writer but also an accomplished artist.
Her illustrations for An Island Garden Illustrated are a true masterpiece of
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botanical art, capturing the delicate beauty and intricate details of the plants
she cultivated on Appledore Island.

Using watercolors, Thaxter rendered each flower, leaf, and stem with
astonishing accuracy and sensitivity. Her illustrations are not only
scientifically precise but also imbued with a sense of wonder and
admiration for the natural world. From the tiniest alpine flowers to the
towering sea pinks, Thaxter's artwork brings the garden to life before our
very eyes.
Vivid Literary Prose

Complementing the exquisite botanical illustrations, Thaxter's literary prose
is a captivating blend of lyricism and scientific observation. In her writing,
she shares her deep knowledge of plants and her passion for gardening,
while also weaving in personal anecdotes and reflections on the natural
world.

Thaxter's descriptions of the island's flora and fauna are rich in sensory
detail, evoking the sights, sounds, and scents of the garden. She writes
about the delicate fragrance of wild roses, the vibrant colors of lupines, and
the soothing sound of waves crashing against the shore.

A Glimpse into Celia's Life

An Island Garden Illustrated is not only a horticultural masterpiece but also
a fascinating literary memoir. Through Thaxter's writing, we gain an intimate
glimpse into her life on Appledore Island and the challenges and rewards
she faced as a woman, an artist, and a gardener.

She recounts the struggles of establishing a garden in such a harsh
environment, the joy of discovering new plants, and the solace she found in



the natural beauty of the island. Thaxter's story is an inspiring testament to
the power of perseverance, creativity, and the human spirit.
Indulge in the Timeless Beauty of An Island Garden Illustrated

If you are a lover of gardens, art, literature, or simply beautiful things, then
An Island Garden Illustrated is a book that you will cherish for a lifetime.
This captivating masterpiece is a rare blend of scientific accuracy, artistic
brilliance, and literary genius.

Indulge in the timeless beauty of Celia Thaxter's words and illustrations,
and let yourself be transported to the enchanted world of Appledore Island.
An Island Garden Illustrated is a book that will inspire, delight, and leave
you longing for the beauty of nature.

Free Download your copy today and experience the magic of An
Island Garden Illustrated!
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